
Heaven Page 1 of 93 11-13-2022 

Heaven 
 

By: Pastor Chad Wagner 
 

The Excelsior Springs Church 
www.PastorWagner.com 

 
To listen to the sermons in this series, click here: www.PastorWagner.com/heaven. 

 
Table of Contents 

 
 

I.         You are going to die ............................................................................................................................ 3 
II.        What is Heaven? ................................................................................................................................. 6 
III.       Why study heaven?............................................................................................................................. 6 
IV.       The most important reason we should look forward to heaven.......................................................... 6 
V.        Doesn't the Bible say that we can't know anything about heaven in 1Co 2:9?................................... 7 
VI.      A faulty understanding of heaven........................................................................................................ 7 
VII.     The present heaven versus the eternal heaven (the new earth) ........................................................... 7 
VIII.    Basic facts about the present heaven .................................................................................................. 9 
IX.       The nature of the new earth (the eternal heaven) ............................................................................... 9 
X.        Questions about heaven (both the present heaven and the eternal heaven)...................................... 11 

1.     Where is heaven? ...................................................................................................................... 11 
2. Who is going to heaven?.......................................................................................................... 11 
3. How many people will be in heaven?...................................................................................... 12 
4. Do babies go to heaven when they die?................................................................................... 12 
5. Did people who died before Jesus came go to heaven?........................................................... 14 
6. What happens at death? ........................................................................................................... 14 
7. When one of God's own dies does he enter the new heaven and the new earth? .................... 14 
8. Is the "valley of death" a literal, actual place, or is it just symbolic? ...................................... 15 
9. Does heaven really have pearly gates with Saint Peter?.......................................................... 15 
10. Will we be judged immediately after death or at the final judgment at the resurrection?....... 15 
11. What happens with people who are not God's children immediately upon dying?................. 17 
12. Will the very flesh of reprobates writhe in agony in eternal damnation?................................ 18 
13. Where does the soul of the reprobate go at death? .................................................................. 18 
14. Have people died and gone to heaven and come back?........................................................... 18 
15. If a person is "dead" and the doctor resuscitates him, did his soul depart and then return?.... 19 
16. In what form will we be when we get to heaven (body or spirit)? .......................................... 20 
17. What age will we be in heaven? .............................................................................................. 22 
18. What sex will we be in heaven? .............................................................................................. 23 
19. Is the present heaven a physical place? ................................................................................... 25 
20. Will there be time in heaven? .................................................................................................. 28 
21. Will there be day and night in heaven? ................................................................................... 31 
22. Will we not sleep or need to sleep in the new earth?............................................................... 33 
23. What is life like in the present heaven? ................................................................................... 33 
24. What will we do in heaven?..................................................................................................... 36 



Heaven Page 2 of 93 11-13-2022 

A. Will we spend all eternity only worshipping and singing praises to God? ................. 36 
B. Worship God................................................................................................................ 37 
C. Serve God .................................................................................................................... 37 
D. Rest .............................................................................................................................. 37 
E. Work ............................................................................................................................ 38 
F. Build houses................................................................................................................. 39 
G. Eat, drink, and enjoy time with each other .................................................................. 40 
H. Learn about God .......................................................................................................... 41 

25. Will we interact one-on-one with God?................................................................................... 41 
26. To what extent do those in heaven enjoy it currently? ............................................................ 44 
27. Will we continue to learn in heaven? ...................................................................................... 44 
28. Will we continue to pray in heaven? ....................................................................................... 46 
29. Does our behavior in this life affect what we do or where we live in heaven? ....................... 47 
30. Will there be governments in heaven?  Will there be a hierarchy of authority? ..................... 48 
31. Once we are in heaven can we work to improve our station? ................................................. 51 
32. Will we have jobs and work in heaven? .................................................................................. 52 
33. Will there be money in heaven? .............................................................................................. 53 
34. Will there be technology on the new earth such as cars, computers, electronics, etc.?........... 54 
35. Will we be able to fly in heaven? ............................................................................................ 55 
36. Will there be animals in heaven?............................................................................................. 56 
37. Will we eat in heaven, what will we eat in heaven, and will we eat meat in heaven? ............ 57 
38. Will there be coffee on the new earth? .................................................................................... 58 
39. Will we defecate in heaven? .................................................................................................... 59 
40. What language will we speak in heaven? ................................................................................ 60 
41. Will we be married in heaven?  Will there be sex in heaven? How about hugs?.................... 61 
42. Will there will be family ties in heaven? Husband/wife, brother/sister, parent/child, etc.? .... 62 
43. Will we know people from this life in heaven?....................................................................... 64 
44. Will we just automatically know everyone in heaven? ........................................................... 64 
45. Can people in hell and heaven communicate with each other (Luk 16:19-31)? ..................... 65 
46. Will we be sad for those who are in hell?................................................................................ 65 
47. Will we remember people and our lives on earth? .................................................................. 66 
48. Will we know what is going on down on earth? ..................................................................... 69 
49. How can it be heaven if we are aware of bad things happening on earth?.............................. 73 
50. Will there be a literal new earth? ............................................................................................. 74 
51. Will heaven be like what earth was before the fall? ................................................................ 74 
52. What will the new earth be like? ............................................................................................. 74 
53. What will the New Jerusalem be like? .................................................................................... 77 
54. Is heaven a giant city or is there countryside as well?............................................................. 89 
55. Will there be nations on the new earth?................................................................................... 90 
56. After the resurrection will we live in heaven or in the new earth?  Where will God be? ....... 90 
57. Are we going to see the Heavenly Father and the Holy Spirit in spirit or in flesh? ................ 90 
58. What will our resurrected bodies be like? ............................................................................... 90 
59. Will we have the scars on our resurrected bodies which we have on our current bodies?...... 92 
60. What does it mean, "I will give to eat of the tree of life?" (Rev 2:7) ...................................... 93 



Heaven Page 3 of 93 11-13-2022 

 

I. You are going to die. 

1. Before we talk about heaven and the afterlife, let's come to grips with the fact that we are 
all going to die. 

A. Die v. - 1. a. intr. To lose life, cease to live, suffer death; to expire. 
B. Death n. - 1. The act or fact of dying; the end of life; the final cessation of the vital 

functions of an animal or plant. 
2. We will all die if Christ doesn't return first. 

A. There will be some saints that will be alive at the second coming of Christ (1Th 
4:15). 

B. The rest of us will go the way of all the earth (Jos 23:14; 1Ki 2:1-2). 
C. There is a time to die (Ecc 3:2). 
D. No man can avoid it no matter how hard he tries (Psa 89:48; Ecc 8:8). 

3. It is appointed unto us to die (Heb 9:27). 
A. Appointed ppl. - 1. Fixed by agreement; settled beforehand. 2. Fixed by authority; 

ordained. 
i. We have an appointed time on this earth (Job 7:1). 
ii. We will most certainly keep that appointment. 

B. The number of our days are determined and God has appointed bounds that we 
cannot pass (Job 14:5). 

i. Determined ppl. - 1. Terminated, ended. (last usage in 1581)  2. Limited, 
restricted:  a. as to extent;  b. as to freedom of action or choice; conditioned.  
3. Decided, settled, fixed; decided or resolved upon.  4. Appointed, ordained; 
fixed beforehand. 

ii. Bound n. - 1. A landmark indicating the limit of an estate or territory. Obs. 
(last usage in 1300)  2. a. The boundary line of a territory or estate; gen. a 
limit or boundary, that to which anything extends in space. 

iii. God has set an outer bound on the length of our lives which cannot be 
extended (Ecc 8:8). 

iv. We may end our lives early through suicide or foolish living, but we will 
never extend it beyond our determined time. 

C. Death (the grave) is the house appointed for all living (Job 30:23). 
D. No man knows the time of his death (Ecc 9:12). 
E. We should therefore live each day as if it might be our last. 

4. On average, men live to be 70-80 years old (Psa 90:10). 
A. We should all number our days that we may apply our hearts unto wisdom (Psa 

90:12 c/w Eph 5:16). 
B. If you are in your 60s or above, you better be preparing yourself for death. 

i. You better be making provision for your loved ones you will leave behind 
(1Ti 5:8). 

a. Men, do not leave your wives destitute after your death. 
b. It is selfish and irresponsible to not leave your wife with enough 

money to take care of her after your death. 
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c. She may outlive you by years or even decades, so you better make 
sure to leave her with as much money as possible to provide for her 
needs. 

ii. Make arrangements for your funeral now. 
iii. Make sure that you have either paid for your funeral ahead of time or that 

you at least have money set aside for it. 
iv. You should set your house in order so that it will be as easy as possible on 

your loved ones after you're gone. 
a. Get a will made. 
b. Get rid of excess things you don't need. 
c. See sermons on Facing Death: https://pastorwagner.com/death 

5. Life is short (Job 14:1; Psa 89:47). 
A. The end of your life will be here before you know it. 
B. Our life on this earth is so short it is called a vapour (Jam 4:14). 
C. Vapour - 1. Without article: Matter in the form of a steamy or imperceptible 

exhalation; esp. the form into which liquids are naturally converted by the action of 
a sufficient degree of heat.  

D. It's wind (Psa 78:39). 
E. All flesh soon withers like the grass and fades like the flower (Isa 40:6-8). 
F. It's soon cut off, and we fly away (Psa 90:10).  

6. Prepare to meet your Maker now, whatever your age (Amo 4:12). 
A. Seek thy Creator in the days of thy youth (Ecc 12:1; Lam 3:26-27; Pro 8:17; 2Ch 

34:3). 
B. If you didn't find God until you were old, then be wise in thy latter end (Pro 19:20). 

i. Serve God in your old age and show His strength unto this generation (Psa 
71:9, 15-18). 

ii. Don't leave this world until you impart the truth to the next generation. 
iii. Never stop bringing forth fruit, even in old age (Psa 92:13-14). 
iv. God will be with us in old age (Isa 46:4).  

C. Make sure your heart is right with God (Psa 51:17; Psa 34:18; Psa 51:10 ct/w Psa 
78:37 & Act 8:21). 

D. Make sure you have confessed and repented of any known sins now (Pro 28:13; 
1Jo 1:9) so you don't take them to the judgment seat (2Co 5:9-10). 

E. Deal with any problems you have with anyone (church brethren, family, friends, 
etc.) now (Mat 5:22-24; 1Jo 4:11-12, 20). 

F. Live your life from here forward so you that won't have any regrets (Act 20:26, 33; 
Act 23:1). 

G. Read your Bible daily (Psa 1:2). 
H. Pray regularly (1Th 5:17). 
I. Make church a priority (Mat 6:33; Heb 10:25). 
J. We should all strive to be able to say as Paul did at the end of his life:  

 
"I have fought a good fight, I have finished my course, I have kept the faith: 8 
Henceforth there is laid up for me a crown of righteousness, which the Lord, the 
righteous judge, shall give me at that day: and not to me only, but unto all them 
also that love his appearing." (2Ti 4:7-8) 
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7. If you love your life you will lose it (Joh 12:25; Mar 8:34-37). 

A. Be ready to give it up at any time. 
B. Hold on to the things of this life, and life itself, with a loose grip. 
C. Are you afraid of death? 
D. You shouldn't be (Heb 2:14-15). 

8. Make sure your thoughts are focused on heavenly things (Php 3:20; Col 3:1-3). 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 


